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Defining Our Terms

Students with Disabilities:  Students with one or more
specific impairments that require special education or related
services and who have an Individual Education Plan. 

ALICE Households: Asset Limited, Income Constrained, &
Employed; households with income above the federal poverty
level, but below the basic cost of living. 

Economically Disadvantaged (ED): Students eligible for free
or reduced-price meals, are in households receiving food
(SNAP) or cash (TANF) assistance, are experiencing
homelessness, are migrant, are in foster care, or certain
Medicaid eligible children. 

Disclaimer: MiPHY data are used to measure certain health behaviors and social-emotional
outcomes among youth, but they do not capture all aspects of student well-being.
Districts, schools, and individual students can opt out of taking the survey. The results are
based on voluntary, self-reported responses and should be interpreted with these
limitations in mind. MiPHY data is from the most recent release in 2024.
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United for ALICE

MISchoolData



Percentage of Economically
Disadvantaged Students by Race
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42,833
Students who are
Economically Disadvantaged 34.3%

Total Students

1 in 7 Students receiving Special
Education (ages 5-26) 

Washtenaw County
has been ranked as

the most
economically

divided county in
Michigan

AAACF

Washtenaw County Snapshot

*The 2023 ALICE data, released in 2025, represents the most up-to-date information currently available.

42%
of Washtenaw
Households fall

below the ALICE
threshold 

(2023)*

Economically Disadvantaged
Students by School District

MISchoolData

United Way for Southeastern Michigan



English Language Arts Proficiency
% Proficient: Statewide

% Proficient: Washtenaw County
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Washtenaw County shows 
higher proficiency rates than the statewide

average in both ELA and Math.

Students Not College Ready*: Washtenaw
County vs. Statewide Trends

Washtenaw County Statewide
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ED Students Are Less Likely
to Meet College Readiness

Benchmarks

Washtenaw ED Washtenaw Non-ED
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55.4% of 11th
graders are not
college ready*
according to SAT
benchmarks, rates
remain consistent
across years

ED students score
37.7 percentage
points below the
benchmark.

Math Proficiency
% Proficient: Statewide

% Proficient: Washtenaw County
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Academic Well-being
College Readiness and ELA/Math Proficiency

*11th graders whose performance on the SAT in the subjects of Evidence-Based Reading & Writing and Mathematics did not meet the college readiness benchmarks in one or both subjects.



WorkRise

Chronic Absenteeism** Rates Exceed the
State Average

Non-Economically Disadvantaged Economically Disadvantaged
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Chronic Absenteeism by School District

Academic Well-being
Career Readiness and Chronic Absenteeism 

**Students who miss 10 percent or more days of school, including only students who were enrolled in a district for at least 10 consecutive days. 

Research is still
ongoing about the
causes of chronic

absenteeism
Washtenaw ISD

Ann Arbor Public 13

Chelsea 19

Dexter Community 19

Lincoln Consolidated 25

Manchester Community 23

Milan Area 21

Saline Area 19

Whitmore Lake Public 4

Ypsilanti Community 9

School District Perceived # of
CTE Programs*

Career Technical Education

CTE programs are not equitably available
across Washtenaw County

*Represents the “perceived” number of CTE programs in a given school district; there are certain challenges with providing equitable access to students.
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4-Year Graduation Rates by School District

Academic Well-being
Graduation Data

Whitmore Lake Public Schools experienced the steepest recent
decline, dropping nearly 8 points to 77%.

Lincoln Consolidated had the largest one-year increase, from 69%
in 2024 to 72% in 2025.

Ypsilanti Community Schools has long-term growth, up from 53%
in 2017.
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4-Year Dropout Rates by School District
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Graduation Rate Trends



Increased Lead Testing, Elevated Blood
Lead Levels Steady

Children Under Age 6 (2021–2024)

Percent Tested Percent Elevated
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Does not meet
state target of

70% 

Low rates of
elevated blood

lead levels
suggest no

widespread
lead exposure

issue in
Washtenaw

County.

 of students in
Washtenaw

County have all
required school

vaccines.

 of students
received the

Influenza vaccine
(22% more than

state average)

41%

 of students
have

immunization
waivers

5.1%

90.4%

MDHHS

of children enrolled
in Medicaid visited

the dentist in
2024

49.2%

HealthforAllWashtenaw

Health and Safety
Health Care

of Washtenaw children under age 19
had health insurance in 202497.2%

HealthforAllWashtenaw

96.5% Michigan average

National average94%



CountyHealthRankings

Washtenaw Child Care Cost
Burden**

Exceeds the Federal Department of
Health and Human Services threshold

of 7-10%
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It is harder to see and
serve the needs youth

experiencing
homelessness in

“Doubled-Up” Housing
than in Traditional Shelters

2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025
0

200

400

600

800

1,000

MISchoolData

Reported Students Experiencing Homelessness
Declined Since a 2022-2023 Increase

*Students and families who are in doubled-up living situations are temporarily sharing housing with other people due to loss of their own place, economic hardship, or similar reasons. 
**Child care costs for a household with two children as a percent of median household income 

5.74
crime rate per 1000

juveniles

180
total juvenile crimes

MCJJ, 2024

Health and Safety
Safety and Financial Security

~3x More Students Live "Doubled-Up"*
than in Shelters or Transitional Housing

PBS



36.5%
 

of Washtenaw teens
experienced major

depression*
(2024)

MiPHY

6.2%  

Washtenaw   
teens attempted         

         suicide, with 
12.3% 

experiencing
 suicidal 
ideations

(2024)

of

High School Substance Use Behaviors Have
Declined Over Time

Percentage who reported behavior in past month

Binge Drinking Alcohol Use Marijuana Use E-cigarette Use

2018 2020 2022 2024
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

MiPHY

Marijuana use
increased from 7.8% in
2022 to 9.5% in 2024

of teens were physically active for at least 60 minutes on
five or more days in the week prior to the 2024 MiPHY survey.62.5%

38% Increase in mental health
provider availability over 7 years

Health and Safety
Mental Health & Health Behaviors

*Students who felt so sad or hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more in a row that they stopped doing some usual activities during the past 12 months

$1.37M

~11,000
students

999
children

invested in youth-focused
mental health programs in

2024

 impacted by student-
designed mental health

campaigns across 30 schools

received needs
assessments through the

WISD Bridge Team
WCCMH

KidsCountDataCenter

https://mi-suddr.com/michigan-profile-for-healthy-youth-miphy-2/


84%
of students report
regular 1:1 access

to a teacher

93%
of students have lots

of opportunities to
be involved in

extracurriculars

59%
of students say

their teacher
notices their hard

work

Student-reported negative attitudes toward school
showed marginal increases across most measures

from 2019 to 2024.

Trends in Student Attitudes Towards School
Middle and High School Average

2019-2020 2021-2022 2023-2024

35.3%
39.2% 40.45% 39.1%

41.85% 43.1%

7.22% 8.2% 7.55%

Learning in school
not important

Didn’t try their best
at school

Hated being at
school

Social-Emotional Health
Opportunities and Attitudes

MiPHY

MiPHY



82.3% 69.3% 55.8%

Home and Community Support
Social-Emotional Health

of students could ask their
parent for help with personal

problems

 of students feel their parents
notice when they are doing a
good job and let them know

of students know adults in
the neighborhood they could

talk to about something
important

MiPHY



Drive program development

Guide organizational and community policy

Inform priorities

Inspire advocacy

Highlight gaps in data collection for youth

Raise questions

WACY hopes the data presented here will:

Questions Refined Data Greater Understanding Better Support

Looking Forward

Please consider adding a link to this year’s Report Card on your organizational website. We are also
interested in feedback, especially which data points should be included next year.

You can reach WACY at: wacy.washtenaw.org@gmail.com

From Data to Action

Get Involved!



Notes:



References
Scan here to view our full bibliography and data definitions

Or visit: tinyurl.com/2c5xvpes



Our Mission
The Washtenaw Alliance for Children and Youth (WACY) is a collaboration of youth-serving

agencies dedicated to improving services, quality of life and success for young people in our
community.

Our Vision
All Washtenaw County youth will be ready for college, work and life by age 21.

All Are Welcome
Any Youth Serving Organization or Individual is welcome to be a committed member of WACY.

Visit our website to join or learn more: www.wacywashtenaw.org
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